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To:
Subject: Historic Homes Review CITY CLERK

HONOLULU, HAWAII
DearBudgetCommittee:
I realizethat you havethedifficult taskof looking for additionalrevenue.However,I ask

that you considerthe importanceofhelping to preservesomeofthestructuresthat
contributeto thecharmof Hawaii. Born andraisedhereandI havewatchedit change
over the lastsix decades,not alwaysfor thebest.Muchof theresidentialarchitecturethat
wasuniqueto our islandshasbeenreplacedby tracthomes,development,and‘mac-
mansions’.
Thereis a very enlighteningentryon “Architecture in Hawaii” in Wikipediathat
mentions,amongothers,thewell knownarchitect,CharlesDickie. Thereareseveral
Historic Homesin my areathat wereeitherbuilt by himor hadtheirdesignand
constructiongreatly influencedby his style.Thereactionof visitorswalking throughmy
neighborhoodandthecommentstheymakeabouthow charmingandwell preservedthe
neighborhoodis . . . .makeeffort ofmaintainingahistoricalhomeall themorerewarding
andhavereinforcedthevalueof preservingsomethingthat is uniqueandunfortunately
rapidly disappearing.
Thesestructures,be theyprivate homesor public building, arealsoimportantnot only to
visitorsbut to thosethat call theislandshome.It’s difficult not looked atpicturesof, say
old Waikiki, andthecharmingoneandtwo story buildingsmanyofusold timers
rememberandnot get, notonly nostalgic,but alsowish that thecharmingatmosphere
(andwayoflife) hadbeencherished,maintained,andpreserved.Thankgoodnesssuch
structuresasTheRoyalHawaiian andTheMoanaHotel havebeenpreserved.This is a
quotefrom aMr. FaulkneruponthenamingoftheRoyalHawaiianHotel to theNational
Trust for Historic Preservation,“Without thehistoric, culturalandnaturalresourcesthat
makeHawaii unique,it would be confusedasjust anothercommodity,without
appreciationfor it’s truevalue.”
In offering somefinancial support,viaa taxbreak,you arenotonly encouragingthe
continuedmaintenanceof thestructureson theHistoric Register,but alsoshouldthey
changehands,providinga greatincentiveto thenewownerto keepthehistoric home
intact.

My thanksfor yourkind attentionin thismatter,
I remainrespectfullyyours,
ShayneStambler
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